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THE FAITH OF MISSIONS

“The Faith of Missions” is the theme for Memorial Road
Church of Christ’'s (MRCC) annual Special Missions Sunday
that will occur on July 15, 2007. Over the past several years
as members at Memorial Road, we have looked forward to
Missions Sunday perhaps more than any other Sunday. Last
year was especially meaningful as the members of our team
carried flags from different countries, including the Austrian
flag, into the auditorium, and as we as a church considered
our responsibility to take Jesus to all of the nations
represented on those flags. Though we will be in Vienna
during this time, our interest and excitement for this day
will be even stronger because a significant portion of our
annual support will come from the money contributed on
this day. “Missions Sunday is becoming a part of people’s
lives,” says Charlie Cleek an elder at MRCC. “It has
increased awareness of missions among the members and
helped people to want to become personally involved.”

The sending of missionaries to the field requires deep faith.
Churches must depend on God to provide the right people
to serve as missionaries, a good location to approach with
the saving message of Christ, and faithful members in the
local church to make financial sacrifices by providing for the
support of mission efforts around the world. Special
Missions Sunday is one tangible demonstration of their deep
faith in God.

A number of other churches also designate one or more

Sundays each year for focusing their attention on God’s
mission to reach the lost. For missionaries this
evangelistic emphasis offers great encouragement. For our
team specifically, churches like Memorial Road, the
Northside Church of Christ in Wichita, KS, the Park Plaza
Church of Christ in Tulsa, OK, the Northwest Church of
Christ in Oklahoma City, OK and the Prestoncrest
Church of Christ in Dallas, TX are a great encouragement
and blessing to us. Through the events and support
provided on these special Sundays an unbelievable amount
of money will be given to share the love of Christ with
the lost all around the world!

Please pray for Memorial Road and the other churches
mentioned above as they strive to honor God in their
commitment to His mission and His people. ~ Josh and Jake
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FUNDRAISING

Our team continues to focus upon fundraising, and in the
last month several individuals have contributed toward our
one-time relocation expenses and our team work fund.
While we are still lacking a significant amount of work fund,
we are confident that God will provide for us the things we
need in order to maintain an affective ministry in Vienna.
We are confident that God’s people will respond to the
needs of this ministry just as they have already done.

The Northside Church of Christ in Wichita, KS is a new
partner in this ministry committed to working with our
team for the next five years. Their support completes our
salary need; all four families of the mission team are now
fully funded.

We have made a request to the Frazier Foundation that will
complete our relocation expenses, and the committee
meets at the beginning of June to determine what ministries
will be supported. We ask your prayers that the Frazier

STRATEGY SERIES #4:

Note: Go to www.viennateam.org to see previous articles in this series.

As we step off the airplane into the world of Vienna, we will
begin an intentional process of enculturation. This element
of our strategy establishes a foundation for us to build deep
and meaningful relationships with the Austrian people. It
allows us to penetrate cultural barriers so we can more
effectively share the gospel with the Viennese. To initiate
this process, we will start intensive language training a few
F - weeks after we arrive. As we study
b " R German and advance to the college
IeveI of understanding, we will open
a door of communication with the
Austrian people that would be
limited if we chose to speak only
o English.

Understanding the Austrian’s native
tongue will start the process of
enculturation, but language alone
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Foundation will grant our request and our relocation
needs be met.

To address our work fund need, we continue to
fundraise, particularly among alumni of Oklahoma
Christians Vienna Studies program. ~ Brian

ENCULTURATION: BRIDGING THE GAP

will not bridge the gap we are trying to cross. We will
also spend time learning about the traditions, worldview
and heritage of the Viennese. We will engage in social
activities ranging from sports to community service to
book clubs. During this time, we will share our common
interests and develop a clearer understanding of how
Austrians think and believe. Our team will also develop a
deeper appreciation for the Austrian culture and the
people we are trying to reach with the gospel.

We know from Paul’'s example in Athens that thoughtful
and adept observation of a society enable us to more
effectively present the message of Christ to those who
are searching. We believe that the intentional process of
enculturation will allow us to bridge a gap between our
home culture and the Austrians so that the Viennese will
understand the gospel within the context of their own
culture. To the Austrians we will become Austrians so
that we will win as many as possible. ~ira

"We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.
To this end | labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me." ~ Colossians 1:28-29




